John Link

Lost Jewelry

for Mezzo-Soprano and Piano
poem by Hilda Raz




PROGRAM NOTE

"Lost Jewelry" is a setting for mezzo-soprano and piano of Hilda Raz's poem of
the same name. In my setting | have tried in various ways to dramatize the
poem's remembrance of a lifetime's worth of losses and the consolations that

accompany them in the memory.
—J.L.

Duration: ca. 8:00.



Lost Jewelry

My grandmother's diamond chip ring
set in filigree platinum, given to mark
my sixteenth birthday, a family gift
of transition. Carelessly removed

and returned to its box, dropped

into a suitcase | didn't lock

for a trip I took by air, on top.

My best friend's dead mother's watch

removed and dropped on the bedside table,
stolen by my boyfriend. Who else?

My first golden hoop — one of a pair

bought at Pharaoh's Jewelry Store, slipped

from my ear while swimming

in a friend's lake. NOT removed

for vanity when the bikini snapped shut,
sacrificed to that place of my greatest happiness.

My wedding ring — green gold filigree —
thrown from a moving car into perfect grass.

Lapis lazuli earrings torn from my lobes
by my own hands, dropped from a bridge
into icy water.

My grandmother's wedding ring
she flushed along with her spouse,
a family legacy that story,

now mine.

My second wedding ring, heavy

old 22k gold, irregularly beveled

by the jeweler's art, put off, unlucky,
to be cleansed by earth or flame

next generation, or sold. Now

hidden in velvet, eclipsed in darkness
in metal, behind locks, behind bars.

My birthday watch from Papa,
pink gold, tiny. "She's too young!"
cried Mom. | was. Gone.

The marcasite star on a silver chain.
[ have it still. Fifty years. Don't I2?

A double pearl ring from Daddy.
Which? The large or the small?
Same price. I'm fifteen. Shopping
together. The big one. The top
pearl cracks.
— Hilda Raz

From Trans, ©2001 by Hilda Raz, published by Wesleyan University Press. Used by permission.
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